
Please Hold a Vigil for 
Chickens This Spring 

UNITED POULTRY CONCERNS 
WILL PROVIDE LITERATURE 

Please volunteer to coordinate a 
Spring Vigil for Chickens in your neighbor­
hood this April or May. UPC will provide 
you with handout literature, a sample 
News Release, Public Service 
Announcement (PSA) and Ca1Rndar of 
Events Announcement. Calendar and PSA 
announcements inform the public of the 
event and invite them to participate. 
Calendar Announcements are sent to local 
newspapers and PSA's to local TV and radio 
stations 2 to 3 weeks in advance. A News 

Sample Banner 
& Poster Slogans 
Stick Up For Chickens! 

Sick Chickens Cooped in Poop 

Bacterial Streams of Fecal Soup 

Misery Is Not a Health Food 

Don't Just Switch from 
Beef to Chicken 

Get the Slaughterhouse 
Out of Your Kitchen 

Starving Hens Has Got to Stop 

Ban Forced Molting of Laying Hens 
The Cruelty & Contamination Are 

Linked 

Forced Molting Causes Salmonella 

Debeaking Causes Pain 

Respect Chickens - Don't Eat Them 

Release to all local media is faxed, mailed, 
or e-mailed a week prior to the event and 
should be followed up with phone calls a 
day or two ahead. 

Shape your announcements to suit 
your own Vigil and contact UPC with any 
questions you have. UPC thanks you for 
helping to make a better life for chickens in 
1998. 

Illustration by Nigel Burroughs 

What You Can Do: 
DSeta date 
D Invite Participants 
D Enlarge Graphic Photos at Copy 

Center 
D Hold a Poster-Making Party 
D Contact Local News Media 
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United Poultry Concerns is 
delighted to announce that 

BRAVE, an animal rights/ vegetarian 
organization in Boston, MA is sponsoring a 
Fundraising Benefit for United Poultry 
Concerns. If you are in the Boston 
Metropolitan area, please join in! 

CONTACT: Richard Griffin at 617-262-
5761. 

E-MAIL Richard at: bravebos@aol.com 

WHEN: Sunday, May 17, 1998 
WALK STARTING TIME: 11:30 A.M. 

WHERE: Participants will meet outside 
the Park Street Subway Station at Tremont 
Street in Boston at 11 :00 AM. Walk begins 
promptly at 11:30 AM. 

RAIN DATE: May 3 lst. 

For the Birds Walkathon will target 
__restaurants and_live poultry markets and 

include a fantastic victory dinner following 
the Walkathon. (Participants must buy their 
own dinner.) Don't Wait! Call or e-mail 
Richard Griffin today! Help make this 
Benefit a Big Success for BRAVE, for UNIT­
ED POULTRY CONCERNS, FOR THE BIRDS! 

p L E A S E 
RENEW YOUR MEMBERSHIP TODAY 

We NEED Your Strong and Continuing Financial Support 
D New Membership $15 
0 1998 Membership Renewal $15 

Additional Tax-deductible Contribution: 
0$20 0$35 0$50 0$100 0$500 DOther $ __ 

A Lasting Gift for the Birds 

Name ----------------
Address ___________ _ 

Return to: United Poultry Concerns, P.O. Box 59367, 
Potomac, Maryland 20859 

Are you moving? Please send us your new.address before the next newsletter. 
Do you want to be removed.from our mailing list? Please tell us now. The U.S. Postal Service charges $.50 for every 

returned mailing. Remai ling the newsletter costs UPC an additional $.55 to $.78. Due to the enormous cost of remailing newsletc 
ters including the time it takes, we can no longer provide this service. Thank you for your consideration. Please renew your 1998 
membership. We need your continuing financial support. 
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Protest ''Poultry Slam" 
The "Annual Poultry Slam" is a heartless, insipid, 

unfunny radio show that needs to be cancelled. Aired 
nationally on NPR in 1996 and 1997 as part of a week­
ly series called This American Life, the "Poultry 
Slam," produced and hosted by Ira Glass, uses the 
Thanksgiving-Christmas holidays to bash birds from 
various viewpoints ranging from Glass himself to 
poultry farmers to puppet theater directors. If the 
poultry slam is a mirror of ourselves, we need a new 
reflection. The message: Humans are clever, neat and 

superior; chickens and turkeys are dirty, stupid, and 
pathetic. They deserve our abuse and it's fun to abuse 
them physically and verbally. 

"Chickens are actually very dirty birds . . . They 
have no individual personality" .. . "They don't know 
the things they're laying are eggs" . . . "They brought 
out the bully in a 10-year old boy" ... "I'd kick them 
out of the way" . . . "Turkeys are that stupid" . . . 
"Nothing about a turkey except a meal . . . just basi­
cally a living dinner" ... "Chickens can't even meet the 
'standard of perfection' .. . We dominate every aspect 
of their life and they're still lacking" ... "They're inhu­
man, on a continuum with plants and insects we have 
no remorse about killing. " 

[This story about a South African "good luck cer­
emony" is supposed to be funny.] You take a chicken 
to a mountain, you dig a hole, you poke out the chick­
en's eyes with a sewing needle, you bury the chiCken 
in the hole. You leave the blinded bird to suffocate in 
the hole. 

A speaker recalls his farmboy days. You cut off 
the chicken's head. The chicken starts to "explode and 
spaz out." The headless chickens would do evasive 
maneuvers, as if they could tell you were there. We'd 
throw the headless birds into a 5 gallon drum. They'd 
bang around inside. When my father swung a chicken 
around his head to kill it he got a line of chicken shit 
across his glasses. [You're supposed to laugh.] Hen-

United Poultry Concerns • (301) 948-2406 

pecked chickens brought out the bully in me . I'd kick 
them out of the way. Those poor, dumb chickens. 
["Remorse" is part of the joke.] 

'~at Can I Do)l' 
Contact This American Life, National Public 

Radio, and the Corporation for Public 
Broadcasting which funded this 
show in 1996 and 1997, and tell them 
to drop the "Poultry Slam. " It never 
should have run, and it's run its 
course. If possible, send Ira Glass a 
brief, positive story about your per­
sonal experience with a chicken, 
turkey, or duck and request a show 
featuring your voice. Request a writ­
ten reply. 

IRA GLASS, PRODUCER 
This American Life 
WBEZ FM RADIO 

848 East Grand Avenue 
Chicago, IL 60611 

Ph: 312-832-9150, x412 
Fax: 312-832-3100 

E-mail: radio@well.com 

RICHARD MADDEN 
Director of Radio 

Corporation for Public Broadcasting 
901 E Street, NW 

Washington, DC 20004-2037 
Ph: 202-879-9600 
Fax: 202-783-1019 

E-mail: rmadden@cpb.org 

DELANO LEWIS, PRESIDENT 
National Public Radio 

635 Massachusetts Avenue, NW 
Washington, DC 20001-3753 

Ph: 202-414-2010 
Fax: 202-414-3049 

E-mail: dlewis@npr.org 

P.O. Box 59367 •Potomac, Maryland 20859 



REPLACING SCHOOL 

Order today! 

Send $3.50 to: 

illustration by 
Dana Baird 

United Poultry Concerns ~ 
P.O. Box 59367 ~ ... 
Potomac, MD 20859 11"' 2,..,,.. Newly Revised & Updated! 
(301) 948-2406 Chickens, Ducks, and Quails 

ome 
for enny 

This wonderful new book by Karen Davis tells the touching story 
of a little girl, a chicken, and a school hatching project. 

Beautifully illustrated by Patricia Vandenbergh, it's the perfect 
gift for a child, parents, teachers, your local library. 

Send check or money order to United Poultry Concerns. $4.95. 

(20% discount for orders of 5 or more.) 
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WHAT'S BEH 
THE HATCHE 
AT THE MUSEUM 

INDUSTRY IN CHI 

Complaints about a chick incubation and hatch­
ing exhibit at the Museum of Science and Industry, 
which is located near the University of Chicago on the 
south side of Chicago, led UPC to investigate. We 

wrote to the Museum and were told: "This exhibit has 
been a popular highlight at the Museum since the 
1950s, helping the Museum fulfill its mission of 
promoting science education by giving visitors 
real, memorable experiences with real scientific 
processes and science information. In answer to 
your question, after hatching at the Museum of 
Science and Industry, the chicks are taken to 
the 'Farm in the Zoo' at the Lincoln Park Zoo in 
Chicago." 

To learn more, UPC member Jim Dunn 
visited the Museum, talked to staff, took pic­
tures, then wrote to UPC: "The exhibit gets 
approximately 8000 to 8200 fertile eggs a year 
from Phil's Egg Company in Forreston, Illinois. 
The chick hatchery, which was started in 1954, 
is in the section titled 'Food for Life.' In one cor­
ner of this section is the hatchery. From the 
photos you can see that the hatchery is a 2-part 

IND 
RY EXHIBIT 
OF SCIENCE AND 

CAGO? 

affair. On one end is an incubator in which, according 
to a sign, they place eggs scheduled to hatch that day. 
After the chicks hatch, and their feathers dry out, they 
are moved to the other end of the hatchery. The chicks 

peck their way out of the shells and lie there 
alone on the metal grate." 

According to the Museum's hatchery man­
ager, the Lincoln Park Zoo picks up the chicks 
once a week. 

UPC wrote to the Lincoln Park Zoo: What 
happens to these chicks at the Zoo? The 
General Curator wrote back: "While some 
chicks received at Lincoln Park Zoo become 
participants in educational programs, most are 
utilized as nutrition for reptiles in the collec­
tion. " 

The Museum of Science and Industry is 
misleading the public about the use and fate of 
these birds. The "science education" consists of 
conditioning visitors to view chickens mecha­
nistically by placing them on display in a 
mechanical setting as they struggle from their 
shells. The "Food For Life Baby Chick 

economic arrangement between 
continued on page 6 >-

Photos by Jim Dunn 

United Poultr1,1 Concerns • (301) 948-2406 -"- P.O. Box 59367 •Potomac, Maryland 20859 



~ continued from page 5 
the Museum and the Zoo. The purpose of the hatch­
ery, in addition to promoting the use of poultry & eggs, 
is to feed captive reptiles while programming thou­
sands of visitors to think they're having a "real scientif­
ic experience" with baby chicks who are going to the 
Zoo's "farm." Both children and adults are being mis­
led. 

1~at Can I Do)J' 'Wl ~ 
• If the Museum'is feeding its exhibit chicks to 

the reptiles at the Lincoln Park Zoo, it has an obliga­
tion to say so in writing at the exhibit site and in its 
fundraisers. The Museum solicits public funding. 
Express your concerns to: 

DR. JAMES s. KAHN 
President-CEO, Museum of Science and Industry 

57th St. & Lake Shore Drive 
Chicago, IL 60637-2093 

Ph: 312-684-1414; Fax 7141 
E-mail: jskmsi@mcs.com 

LETTERS EDITOR 

CHICAGO TRmUNE 

435 North Michigan Ave. 

A Must! 
From United Poultry Concerns 

Chicago, IL 60611-4041 
Ph: 312-222-3232 

Letters Fax: 312-222-2598 

CHICAGO READER 

11 East Illinois 
Chicago, IL 60611-3581 

Ph: 312-828-0350; Fax 9926 

• If you are in Chicago, visit the Museum of 
Science and Industry and complain about the Hatchery 
Exhibit as well as the Museum's heavy promotion of 
animal products - an outmoded program dating from 
the 1950s. Call Chicago-area newspapers, magazines, 
radio and TV stations and ask them to do a story. 
Suggest that they contact United Poultry Concerns for 
comments, information, and interviews. 

• If you are a contributor to the Museum, stop 
donating and tell them you won't resume until they 
eliminate the Hatchery Exhibit and start promoting a 
healthy "Food for Life" diet based on vegetables, nuts, 
fruits, and grains. As The Washington Post Health 
Section reported in "Meatless Wonders" on February 3, 
1998, "Well-planned vegetarian diets are increasingly 
endorsed by doctors , researchers and organizations 
such as the National Cancer Institute, American Heart 
Association, U.S. Department of Agriculture, U.S. 
Department of Health and Human Services and, most 
recently, the American Dietetic Association. " 

Taken from the 
videotape: a 

suffering, dying 
hen at Boulder 
Valley Poultry 

Farms 

"RAW FOOTAGE, 
RAW PAIN" 

Powerful New Video Takes You Inside a U.S. Battery Egg Farm 
Buy Now! Only $18. Please send check or money order. 

-U-ni-te_d_P-ou-l-tr_y_C_o_n_ce-r-ns_•_(_3_0_1)-94_8 ___ 2_4_0_6 __ __,_8i_1----P.-O-.-B-o_x_5_93_6_7_•_P_o_to_m_a_c_, M-a-ry-la_n_d_2_0_8_5_9 



E Magazine: 
"Karen Davis gives consumers everything they wanted to know but were afraid to ask 

in her latest book, Prisoned Chickens, Poisoned Eggs: An Inside Look at the Modern 
Poultry Industry, which details everything from salmonella outbreaks to rampant chemical 
abuse." 

Library Journal: 
"The author does a good job of drawing from a wide variety of poultry science, ani­

mal-rights and other literature to make her case." 

Choice: 
"Prisoned Chickens, Poisoned Eggs- Well-written, well-researched, well-argued." 

Vegetarian Voice: 
"Davis covers it all, from early history to the beginning of the modern factory farm; 

birth and family life; the battery hen; the broiler chicken; slaughter; and her wish for a 
'new beginning.' " 

To order from United Poultry Concerns. send check or money order for $14.95 
to P 0. Box 59367. Potomac. MD 20859 (301-948-2406) 

Name _____________________________ ______ ~ 

Address _________________________ _ _ _ _______ _ 

__________________ State _ _ _ _ Zip __________ _ 

-U-ni-te_d_P_o_u-ltr_y_C_o-nc-e-rn_s_•_(3_0_1_) _9_48---2-40-6----;-~l'M P.O. Box 59367 •Potomac, Maryland 20859 



Starving Bens For Profit 
Bas Got to Stop 

by Karen Davis, Ph.D. and Nedim Buyukmihci, V.M.D. 

R
cently a woman described the shock she experienced while touring an egg factory in Pennsylvania. 

When the lights were switched on in one of the blacked-out houses, the voices of the hens inside "rose 
o a cacophony, accompanied by the sound of thousands of beaks pecking on metal. The hens stuck 
heir heads in and out of the cages, pecking at the feed trays, which were empty." The manager explained 

that this was the first day of a seven-day "fast." The hens were upset because they expected to be fed; by the end 
of seven days they would be quieter. After losing up to 30 percent of their bodyweight, denuded of feathers, 
starved, and deranged by fear, they would be stupefied or dead. 

If the average person decided to withhold food from their dog or cat for days or weeks, that person would 
probably be charged with cruelty to animals and the news media would take the story and run with it. Yet, each 
year the egg industry intentionally deprives millions of hens of food for up to 14 days. But the cameras aren't 
rolling on the hens' behalf and no one is going to jail. This speaks volumes about the way our society views ani­
mals used for food. These animals are unprotected against the cruelest practices. Only consider that 98 percent of 
hens used in egg production in the United States are painfully debeaked and crammed into cages so small they 
can't assume a single normal body posture. 

The practice of starving hens for profit is known as forced-molting. Molting literally refers to the replacement 
of old feathers by new ones. In nature, birds replace all their feathers in the course of a year to maintain good 
plumage at all times. A natural molt often happens at the onset of winter, when nature discourages the hatching 
of chicks. The hen stops laying eggs and concentrates her energies on staying warm and growing new feathers. 

The egg industry exploits this natural process by forcing an entire flock to molt simultaneously. This is done 
to manipulate the marketplace and to pump a few hundred more eggs out of exhausted hens when it is deemed 
cheaper to "recycle" them rather than immediately slaughter them after a year of relentless egg-laying on a calci­
um-deficient diet. 

To trigger the physiological shock of the forced molt, a University of California poultry researcher (Donald 
Bell) recommends the removal of all food for no less than five days and as long as fourteen days. Survivors may 
be force-molted two or three times, based on economics . At any given time over 6 million hens in the U.S. are 
being systematically starved in their cages, according to the U.S. Department of Agriculture. Dr. Peter Dun, an ani­
mal scientist from Scotland, said hens are force molted in the United States "until their combs turn blue." 

Forced molting should be banned in this country as was done in Great Britain in 1987. In addition to being 
cruel and immoral, it causes disease . Forced molting is a major cause of Salmonella poisoning. USDA studies 
reported in Poultry Science show forced molting in combination with a Salmonella infection created an actual dis­
ease state in the alimentary tract of tested hens. Prolonged food deprivation wrecks the hens' immune system, 
making them prey to the poisonous bacteria that inf est the packed confinement buildings in which they lay their 
eggs. 

Currently, there is not a single federal law in the United States to protect poultry from the most outrageous 
forms of abuse. For this reason, two nonprofit animal advocacy organizations, United Poultry Concerns and the 
Association of Veterinarians for Animal Rights, have developed a petition urging the egg industry to take imme­
diate steps to eliminate the cruel practice of forced molting. To date, the industry relies on the notion that 
Americans couldn't care less how a farm animal is treate~l. Public pressure is crucial. Readers wishing to receive 
more information, including a copy of the petition to stop the forced molting of laying hens, are encouraged to 
write to United Poultry Concerns, PO Box 59367, Potomac, Maryland 20859; and the Association of Veterinarians 
for Animal Rights, PO Box 208, Davis, CA 95617. 

Copyright UPC & AVAR. Individuals, organizations, & news media have full permission to copy, 
reprint & distribute this article and are encouraged to do so. 
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• 

v Ask Your Local Newspaper to Print Op-Ed 
on Opposite Page 
One of the best ways to reach people is through your local newspapers. A big-city paper isn't the only place to 
go. Many smaller papers are eager for 
interesting stories, letters and op-ed 
pieces, and have many readers. Call or 
visit the editorial-page editor of your 
local paper and ask the editor to run 
Starving Hens for Profit Has Got to 
Stop. UPC can provide the editor with a 
3.5'' disk on request or a shiny camera­
ready reprint if preferred. Or the article 
can be printed or retyped directly from 
page 8 of this issue. Encourage the editor 
to contact UPC for more information 
including a color photo of hens in bat­
tery cages . 

v' Contact Your 
State & Federal 
:Representatives 
Find out the names of your legislators 
at state and federal levels. 

Sample Letter > 

· The Honorable _____ _ 
United States House of Representatives 
Washington, DC 20515 

Dear Representative _____ _ 

I strongly urge you to introduce a bill to ban the forced 
molting of laying hens. Forced molting - prolonged star­
vation of laying hens for one to two weeks without any 
food - is so cruel and stressful it destroys the birds' 
immune system and infests them and their eggs with sal­
monella. Eggs are the number one cause of salmonella 
poisoning and forced molting is a major cause. 

Based on the findings, USDA immunologist Peter S. Holt 
says farmers should find less stressful ways to produce 
eggs than starvation rations. 

Please introduce legislation to ban forced molting in the 
[State of United States, as was done in 
Great Britain in 1987. 

Most respectfully yours, 

Name 
Address 

NEW! As PROMISED! 

In Spanish,! 
UPC is pleased to announce that our brochure, Live Poultry Markets, is 
now available in Spanish' as well as English. We wish to thank Marion 

Zinowski for her translation and Patricia Vandenbergh (the illustrator of A 
Home for Henny) for her artwork. If you are in an area that has a live ani­
mal/poultry market, please order our brochures and distribute them. Live 

poultry markets are cruel and a major source of avian influenza virus . 

• 
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Starvation and Motherhood 
Arc Nat the Samet 

UPC wishes to thank everyone who_ wrote to the 
American Veterinary Medical Association urging 
the AVMA to revise its Animal Welfare Position 
Statement to oppose the forced molting of laying 
hens. Because the AVMA is heavily involved in the 
poultry industry, it rationalizes many cruel practices. 
An example is the letter the AVMA is sending out 
which falsely compares the starvation of hens with 
"the natural brooding cycle." 

Reality: The Natural Brooding Cycle of Hens 
A hen with a clutch of eggs leaves her nest for ten to 
twenty minutes each day to forage for food, drink 
water, defecate, and stretch her wings. Artificially­
incubated eggs must be cooled for 15 to 20 minutes 
a day to match the time the hen is away from her 
nest. During the approximately 3 weeks that a chick­
en is incubating her eggs, she does not deprive her-

self of food and water for several days while on the 
nest. Moreover, she is bodily and mentally engaged 
in a highly structured holistic activity that is meaning­
ful to her and bears no resemblance to the alien and 
frightening experience of being arbitrarily deprived 
of food. The body language, vocalizations, state of 
the feathers, and overall appearance of a brooding 
hen manifest a condition that is totally different from 
the appearance and behavior of a force-molted hen. 
An article on Animal Anorexias in Science 
(February 22, 1980) states that when animals fast in 
nature (hibernation, incubation, natural molting, 
migration, etc.) they evidently lose appetite (experi­
ence anorexia) because they are "engaged in other 
important activities that compete with feeding" and 
all the evidence indicates that "fasting is physiologi­
cally different from starvation." 

continued on page 11 > 

<1{,ef!_lacing 
Cggs 

-U-ni-te_d_P_o_u-lt-rv_c_o_n_c_er_n_s_•_(_3_0_1 )-94_8 ___ 2_4-06----11111'. 

Sick of salmonella? Our exciting 
booklet invites you to cook and 

eat happily without eggs! 
16 delicious recipes. 

Send $3.50 to: 

United Poultry Concerns 
P.O. Box 59367 

Potomac, MD 20859 

P.O. Box 59367 •Potomac, Maryland 20859 



> continued from page 10 
"Induced moulting is a form of starvation" -

British Poultry Science 0992) 33:165-175. Comparing 
the removal of vital nutrients or all food from a hen 

lose their natural immunity and to develop and 
spread diseases as a result - "In conclusion, 
induced moulting did exert a substantial effect 
on the immune system of the fasted [sic] hens .... 

Cellular immunity was significantly 
depressed during food deprivation." 
Br. Poultry Science 0992) 33:165-175. 

to her natural, 
highly motivat­
ed experience 
of brooding 
and hatching 
her young is 
like arguing 
that depriving 
a defenseless 
person of food 
is the same as, 
or not much 
different from 
or worse than, 
a person's vol­
untary decision 
to go on a diet 

photo by Patty Mark 

This is what happens to battery hens . . . 

• Write to the American Veterinary 
Medical Association. Urge the AVMA to 
stand up for the hens instead of an indus­
try that profits from their misery. Tell the 
AVMA to oppose forced molting and stop 
comparing it with motherhenhood. 
Contact: American Veterinary Medical 

Association, 
1931 North 
Meacham Rd, 
Suite 100, 
Schaumburg, IL 
60173. 

or to fast. However, a whole different set 
of feelings and internal mechanisms is 
involved in each case. Contrary to the egg 
industry's terminology designed to disguise 
the cruelty of forced molting, one creature 
cannot "fast" another creature. Fasting pro­
ceeds from an inner directive affecting 
one's own body as a reflection of one's 
own purpose be it maternal, migratory, 
political or some other internally-motivated 
project. I can starve you but I cannot "fast" 
you. 

Unlike animals fasting in nature, 
force-molted hens have been shown to 

photo by Matt & Mary Kelly 

. .. and this is a hen in her natural brooding cycle. 

• Purchase 
UPC's deli­
ciously fun & 
easy recipe 
booklet 
Replacing 
Eggs. $3.50. 
Bulk orders of 
3 or more: half 
price! 

Full Color 
18 x 22'' Posters 

$4.00. Two for $5.00. 

Order Today! 
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HONG KONG BIRD FLU ONE MORE 
WARNING TO ''CHICKEN OUT'' 

As of January time around the world. For example, last year 
14, 1998, Hong in Pennsylvania over a million chickens 
Kong confirmed at believed to have the Avian Flu virus H7N2 
least 17 people sick were "buried" within a 75-mile area of 
and 5 dead from a Lancaster County. In Italy, 40,000 hens linked 
new form of Avian to salmonella were killed on a battery farm in 
Influenza known as Giuliano - a tiny glimpse 
H5Nl. Scientists say , , pf the daily routine. [ "I 
this flu has all the ~ ~ ~,... can't turn on the televi-
signs of a highly .-\.._~~~ \ sion without getting 
virulent strain that can pass . . ,,,.-.. nauseated by the 
from bird to bird, from bird ,--- insensitivity of people, 
to human, and from human and now those mi/-
to human. · ~ lions of chickens from 

While avian flu virus ----____,/ China slaughtered any old 
can be found in wild birds, illustration by Nigel Burroughs way. I saw one on 7V tonight. 
Diseases of Poultry notes the critical difference: "In con- Someone had hacked all its feathers off its neck and 
trast to domestic or confined birds, free-flying birds head but it was still alive, rocking back and forth. 'l 
typically do not experience significant disease prob- Mass consumption of chickens and pigs has 
lems due to influenza virus." spawned pfiesteria piscicida from the poultry and pig 

The ecological cause of avian influenza and other manure on the eastern United States seacoast. This 
contagious diseases is confinement and severe over- "microscopic monster" (producing in humans "pain, 
crowding of living creatures. Concentrated confinement narcosis, disorientation, nausea, fatigue, vomiting, mem-
of humans, birds, and other animals leads to contami- ory loss, immune failure and personality changes") eats 
nated air, build-up of feces and sewage, immune-sys- the menhaden fish that are fed to poultry as fish oil and 
tern breakdown, bad sanitation, and disease. The poul- fishmeal. (What happened to all those half-eaten 
try industry in Asia, Europe, and the U.S. is breeding writhing fish they showed on TV last summer?) The 
infectious diseases like salmonella, campylobacter, and Potomac River is polluted with poultry feces and col-
avian influenza. As microbiologist John Avens told a iform bacteria from West Virginia, setting the Potomac 
poultry meeting, "Infection of animals will occur River clean-up effort backward. More and more poop is 
more frequently and affect more individual animals being turned into feed pellets so there's a perpetual 
as <:oncentration of continement increases." cycle of captive "food" animals eating and excreting 

As long as people demand billions of birds and their own excrement. Recycling may not always be a 
other animals to be confined, slaughtered and con- great idea. The Center for Science in the Public Interest 
sumed, infectious diseases will flourish, mutate, and reports: "Eggs have become the number one contrib-
jump species barriers. Disease organisms now link utor to food poisoning outbreaks with hundreds of 
chickens, turkeys, fi.sh, cattle, sheep, pigs, monkeys, thousands of Americans getting sick or dying each 
and humans - "mad cow," salmonella, campylobacter, year." 
pfiesteria, listeria, avian flu , AIDS. . . . The only healthy sickness in all this is a severe 

In addition to the daily slaughterhouse slaughter, attack of guilt and nightmares like those "post-poultry 
the mass extermination of birds who are infected, or blues" reported in The Wall Street journal February 3, 
possibly or potentially infected with the inevitable trans- 1998: "For Hong Kong's Chicken Killers, The Guilt Is 
missible diseases of mass-confinement, goes on all the Hard to Stomach." 
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UPC Inspires 
hnprovements at 
Feyin~ Pan Park 

Last September, UPC visited Frying Pan Park, a 
self-styled preservation of traditional rural life located 
in Fairfax County Virginia outside Washington D.C. 
Phone calls from concerned citizens prompted this 
visit. There, we saw debeaked, huddled chickens, 
wretched turkeys, and an overall impoverished envi­
ronment for the birds. (Frying Pan Park is where the 
Thanksgiving turkey, "pardoned" each year by the 
U.S. president, goes with his backup to live out the 
rest of his life.) 

A poor environment is not only bad for the 
health and well-being of the birds; it perpetuates the 
false public stereotype that chickens and turkeys are 
naturally "dirty" and prefer squalor to cleanliness. 
UPC immediately wrote a letter to the Fairfax County 
Park Authority and was pleased to receive in 

. December, as promised, a report outlining significant 
improvements in the keeping of the birds including 
the discontinuation of debeaking. 

Recently, UPC revisited the Park and was glad 
to see alert, fully-feathered hens and roosters enjoy­
ing a dustbath in fresh woodchips, tree-limbs to 

perch on, fresh greens and a much more cheerful 
atmosphere than before. The little house with four 
male turkeys was brighter and so were the turkeys. 
They too had the fresh greens that chickens and 
turkeys thrive on. 

'~hat Can I Do}/' 
Visit the Park. It 's free and open to the public 

from 10 AM to 6 PM 7 days a week. Take along 
some fresh kale , broccoli, and lettuce to give to the 
birds, and talk to them and the other animals and 
the staff at the Park. Express your appreciations, sug­
gestions, and concerns to the Fairfax County Park 
Authority, 12055 Government Center Parkway, Suite 
927, Fairfax, VA 22035. Ph: 703-324-8728; fax: 3989. 
You can call the Park directly at 703-437-9101. 

photo by Rona Klein 

Daffodil enjoys life after her rescue from Frying Pan Park. 

IllJII1lNI~ Sl.JllJC-Il'l
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l~ll? 
HUMANE SLAUGHTER takes the viewer into 

poultry slaughterhouses to witness the horrendous suf­
fering endured by chickens and turkeys. The video con­
tains undercover footage obtained by Farm Sanctuary 
investigators of standard poultry slaughter operations, 
where terrified chickens and turkeys are slowly bled to 
death - sometimes on the slaughterhouse floor. 

Scenes from HUMANE SLAUGHTER have 
prompted thousands of people to eliminate poultry from 

9 minutes VHS 
Produced by Farm Sanctuary 

Documentary, narration, 
music, what you can do. 

Send check or money order 
to UPC 

$15.95 + $2.00 Shipping 

their diets. When you see this video you'll see why: photo by Farm Sanctuary 

"Undercover footage [HUMANE SLAUGHTER] of a poultry slaughterhouse in Los Angeles shows chickens having their 
throats manually cut ... and then being stuffed alive into bleeding holes in an idle manner by the employees. Blood-soaked 
chickens with partially cut throats try vainly to lift themselves out of the troughs into which more bleeding and writhing birds are 
casually flung before being picked up and shackled. Bleeding, flapping chickens fall off the line onto the floor - no one pays any 
attention." 

United Poultry Concerns • (301) 948-2406 

- Karen Davis, "The Death," Prisoned Chickens. Poisoned Eggs: An Inside 
Look at the Modern Poultry Industry, p. 114. 

P.O. Box 59367 •Potomac, Maryland 20859 



BOOKS 
Prisoned Chickens, Poisoned 
Eggs: An Inside Look at the 
Modern Poultry Industry 
By Karen Davis 
This book is a fully-documented 
source of up-to-the-minute informa­
tion about chickens, including every­
thing from how a chick develops 
inside an egg to the causes of salmo­
nella, and much more. Provides a 
chilling account of the morally hand­
icapped poultry & egg industry. 
$14.95 

A Home for Henny 
By Karen Davis 
This wonderful new children's book 
tells the touching story of a little girl; 
a chicken, and a school hatching 
project. Beautifully illustrated by 
Patricia Vandenbergh. $4.95 

Instead of Chicken, Instead of 
Turkey: A Poultryless "Poultry" 
Potpourri 
By Karen Davis 
This delightful vegan cookbook by 
United Poultry Concerns, Inc. fea­
tures homestyle, ethnic, and exotic 
recipes that duplicate and convert a 
variety of poultry and egg dishes. 
Includes artwork, poems, and illumi­
nating passages showing chickens 
and turkeys in an appreciative light. 
$11.95 

A Boy, A Chicken and The Lion 
of Judah - How Ari Became a 
Vegetarian 
By Roberta Kalechofsky 
This wonderfully gifted children's 
story, set in modern Israel, is about a 
young boy's quest for moral inde­
pendence. An intelligent book for all 
ages . Winner of the 1996 Fund for 
Animals "Kind Writers Make Kind 
Readers Award." $10.00 

Nature's Chicken, The Story of 
Today's Chicken Farms 
By Nigel Burroughs 
With wry humor, this unique chil­
dren's story book traces the develop­
ment of today's chicken and egg fac­
tory farming in a perfect blend of 
entertainment and instruction. 

United Poultry Concerns • (301) 948-2406 

Wonderful illustrations. Promotes 
compassion and respect for chickens. 
$5.95 

Animal Place: Where Magical 
Th'tngs Happen 
By Kim Sturla 
Enchant young children with this 
charming tale about a stubborn girl 
who is secretly touched by a cow 
while visiting a sanctuary for farm 
animals. $11.00 

Twas the Night Before 
Thanksgiving 
Story & Pictures By Dav Pilkey 
A delicious tall tale about how 8 
schoolchildren rescue 8 fluffy turkeys 
from Farmer Mack Nugget on 
Thanksgiving Eve! $11.95 

REVISED & UPDATED! 
Replacing School Hatching 
Projects: Alternative Resources 
and How to Order Them 
$3.50 each 

VIDEOS {~ '~) 

"Raw Footage, Raw Pain" 
This powerful new 12-min. video 
takes you inside Boulder Valley Egg 
Farms in Colorado. Shows piles of 

Sensitively produced and narrated by 
Dave Crawford. $18.00 

"Hidden Suffering" 
By Chickens' Lib 
This vivid half hour video exposes 
the cruelty of the battery cage system 
and intensive broiler chicken, turkey 
and duck production. $20.00 

BUMPER 
STICKERS 

Don't Just Switch from Beef 
to Chicken: 

Get the Slaughterhouse 
Out of Your Kitchen 

$1 each 

BunoNs 

50¢ each 

dead chickens, chickens 
with open sores, chickens 
dying in a closed wing. ~:eE:Rr BEATS IN US 

AME AS IN YOU 
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UPC Ordering Information: 
To order indicated items send check 

or money order to: 

United Poultry Concerns 
P. 0 . Box 59367 

Potomac, MD 20859 

"Debeaking" 
"Starving Poultry for Profit" 
"Poultry Slaughter: The Need for 

Legislation" 
"Why Be Concerned About Mr. 

Perdue?" 
"The Rougher They Look, the Better 

They Lay" (free-range egg pro­
duction) 

"Intensive Poultry Production: 
Fouling the Environment" 

"Philosophic Vegetarianism: Acting 
Affirmatively For Peace" 

"Providing a Good Home for 
Chickens" 

"School Hatching Projects: A Poor 
Lesson for Children" 

"Celebrate Easter Without Eggs" 

"Chicken Talk: The Language of 
Chickens" 

PoultryPress Handouts 
"Chickens" brochure - 20 for 

$4.00 
"Battery Hen" brochure - 20 for 

$4.00 
"Ostriches and Emus: Nowhere to 

Hide" brochure - 20 for $4.00 
"Turkeys" brochure - 20 for $4.00 
"Say Hi to Health and Bye to 

Shells from Hell" - 20 for $4.00 
"Chicken for Dinner" - 20 for 

$2.00 
"Food for Thought," Turkeys - 20 

for $2 .00 
Chicken Flying Contests brochure 

- 20 for $2.00 
"Don't Plants Have Feelings Too?" 

- $2.00 each 
"Live Poultry Markets" brochure -

20 for $4.00 

CLOTHES 
Beautiful Chicken 
Shirts & Leggings 

Haunting photographic black and white 
images of factory farm chickens on 100% 

durable cotton. 
Chicken Shirt: M,L - $18.00 

Chicken Leggings: S,M,L - $18.00 

NOW IN 2 STYLES! 
Too Neat to Eat 

Beige or white T-Shirt in full dazzling color. 
Specify "Rooster" or "Hen with Egg." 

Sizes: M,L,XL - $18.00 

• 
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